






FRIDAY, 19TH OF MARCH

Dounia and Laela made their first 
shooting and interviews this week. 
A collective joy of the first collected 
hard data was present. Among 
those who we have met, were 
quite a few informants that kept 
recalling the recent past. Among 
them a woman sitting under a palm 
tree with her three children, the 
waste-collectors, a man managing 
the football fields and the owner of 
the farm. 

The memory seemed to be gushing 
like a spring of water that used 
to run through this land from 
the other end of the city. We 
soon get a piece of information, 
that the football fields (in total 
three of them) have been existing 
unaltered for decades, with the 
only exception that they were once 
surrendered by rich vegetation of 
trees, three sources of water and a 
khettara irrigation system. 

People talked about childhood 
memories of sneaking into 
the farm  to swim and steal 
fruits. Women from the Douar 
remembered how they used to 
prepare tajines near the source 
and rest under the trees. 

Later in the week, we had managed 
to talk to the owner of the farm 
SiAhmed. We met him under the 

aged olive trees that his father 
planted decades ago. After he goes 
through his childhood memories 
(see the frame on the next page) we 
switched to the questions tackling 
the future. Nostalgia disappeared 
from SiAhmed’s eyes as he pulled 
his phone out of the pocket and 
showed us a future construction 
plan. On the drawing the area of 
his farm is surrounded from each 
side by a road with high residential 
buildings side by side. This is the 
future, this is it.

FRIDAY 26TH OF MARCH 

Another internal meeting 
in Hanne’s living room. The 
conversation was about how to 
set off a collaborative process and 
distribute equally the decision 
making power among all of us in 
the team. Dounia shared some 
frustrations from a couple of 
interviews. I asked her about some 
details. She told me she and Laela 
approached construction workers 
who weren’t very receptive. She 
felt it was mainly because of two 
reasons: ‘first, it is always more 
difficult to talk to a woman, 
second among some the word 
‘research’ did connote something 
dangerous, especially among an 
older generation that experienced 
censorship. 
















